
 

 
     December 8, 2020 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and conference call due to             
COVID-19 on Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at 9:00 A.M. in the Marion County Council              
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were         
Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Councilman          
Allen W. Floyd, Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw.          
Councilman Milton W. Troy, II was on the conference call. Also present were Kent M.               
Williams, Deputy Administrator; Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney, Sabrina          
Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and               
duly notified.  
 
Absent: Buddy Collins, Chairman, and G. Timothy Harper, Administrator. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd             
to lead the Invocation, after which she welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of              
Information Announcement. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Smith stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Chairman              
Buddy Collins voting in favor of all matters. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried            
unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 10, 2020. 
   
There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 
 
The County Attorney had nothing to report. 
 
Ms. Felisha Sawyer the Mullins City Clerk appeared before Council requesting that            
Judge Donald Fling be allowed to work as a part-time weekend bond court judge. Mr.               
Williams told Council that it is customary that the County enter into a contract with the                
City of Mullins. Ms. Sawyer stated that the city will pay $3,600 a year at no cost to the                   
County. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Atkinson,           
and carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Michael McClain with Green Bulb Lighting appeared before Council with a brief             
update. Sheriff Brian Wallace and Mr. James Floyd the Marion County Detention            
Center Director explained the issues at the Detention Center regarding the lighting            
situation. Sheriff Wallace provided Council an inspection report from the State Fire  
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Marshal. Sheriff Wallace pointed out several problems that did not meet the            
requirements but needed to be repaired. Mr. Sam Gadegbeku addressed Council and            
stated that there were multiple issues their electrician found that needed to be corrected.              
Council had several questions regarding the inspection report from the State Fire            
Marshal. Mr. Gadegbeku stated that a meeting is needed to discuss the issues so they               
can be rectified. Sheriff Wallace stated that emergency lighting has to be repaired. It              
was the consensus of Council to discuss this said matter further in executive session. 
 
Councilman Foxworth entered the meeting. 
 
Sheriff Brian Wallace appeared before Council to give a brief update in regards to the               
Sheriff’s Department. Sheriff Wallace stated that their annual Shop with a Cop provides             
about (50) kids with Christmas gifts. He stated that the Marion County Delegation             
office held a bridge dedication ceremony for Deputy Michael Latu who was killed in              
the line of duty on December 17, 2019. Sheriff Wallace reported that Deputy Tracy              
Causey was injured on August 6, 2020. He is now out on full medical retirement.               
Sheriff Wallace stated that Mr. Causey would like to purchase his service weapon. He              
explained the process of how the service weapon would be transferred. Motion was             
made by Councilman Atkinson to give Deputy Tracy Causey his service weapon at no              
cost. The motion was seconded by Councilman Foxworth and carried unanimously.  
 
The Deputy Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Williams told             
Council that the gym floor in the Saffold Building has a moisture problem. He stated               
that Mr. Jimmy Herrington has been contacted to look into this matter.  
 
The Deputy Administrator had no new update on Disaster Preparedness. 
 
Mr. Joey Price the Marion County EMS Director appeared before Council to give an              
update on the COVID-19 vaccine. Mr. Price reported that healthcare workers and 1st             
responders would be the first to be vaccinated. He stated that there are two parts to the                 
vaccine. Vice-Chairperson Smith thanked Mr. Price for his presentation. 
 
The Deputy Administrator told Council that Chairman Buddy Collins will be retiring at             
the end of December. Mr. Williams stated that it has been suggested that the Zion               
Community Park is named in Mr. Collins’s honor. Motion was made by Councilman             
Atkinson and seconded by Councilman Foxworth and carried unanimously. 
 
The Deputy Administrator provided Council a copy of a Land Acquisition proposal from             
the SCDOT regarding I-73. Mr. Williams stated that they have made an offer to the               
County on 5.97 acres located on Highway 917 in the amount of $24,675.00. It was the                
recommendation of the Deputy Administrator to accept the proposal. The County           
Attorney told Council that they would only be approving the nature of the price. Motion               
was made by Councilman Floyd and seconded by Councilman Foxworth and carried            
unanimously. 
 

 



 
The Deputy Administrator presented to Council a Service Agreement between Marion           
County and SAFEbuilt Carolinas, LLC. The County Attorney explained that this  
Minutes, December 8, 2020, Page 3 
 
agreement would have someone in house to issue certificates of occupancy. Mr. McLain             
stated that the former building inspector has agreed to assist on weekends if possible. Mr.               
McLain told Council that he made some changes to the document and they have agreed               
to the changes. It was the recommendation of the County Attorney that the agreement is               
approved. Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Councilman          
Foxworth, and carried unanimously.  
 
The Deputy Administrator provided Council bid tabulations for janitorial services. Mr.           
Williams told Council that there were two bids. They are as follows: Forms & Supply,               
Inc. $1,491.41, and Industrial Solutions $1,306.93. It was the recommendation of the            
Deputy Administrator to award the bid to Industrial Solutions. Motion was made by             
Councilman Floyd and seconded by Councilman Atkinson and carried unanimously. 
 
Councilman Atkinson stated that he received a call requesting to use the County building              
located in Mullins across from Gapway Tires. Mr. Williams told Councilman Atkinson            
that he would check into this said matter. 
 
Councilman Troy appointed Tarus Gilchrist to the Marion County Planning Commission           
replacing Mr. William Penn Troy. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and           
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for a contractual and personnel matter. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting.           
Vice-Chairperson Smith stated that no action was taken during executive session called            
for a contractual and personnel matter. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Atkinson,             
seconded by Councilman Shaw, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:11:09 A.M. 
  

    (absent)______________________             ______________________________ 
               Buddy Collins, Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 

 
 

  _____________________________ 
  Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 


